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Thank you for reaching out today. I hope that the enclosed materials provide you with some of 
the answers you are looking for, and are helpful in guiding your thought process as the work of 
the commission moves forward. 

Please feel free to reach out to me directly if you have any questions or comments. 
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Jonas Bronck, our founder, first landed in the Bronx in 1639, bringing with him a small group of settlers to wor1< on his farm, located at what is today 132nd Street 

and Lincoln Avenue. The Bronx would go on to play a major role in the founding of our great nation. Many Bronxites gave their lives fighting the American 

Revolution and Gouvemor Morris, a Bronx native, is credited with writing the preamble to our constitution, perhaps the most important document in the history of 

democratic government. 

In the mid-1800's, the Bronx saw its first great wave of immigrants when severe famine in Ireland and political unrest in Germany sent waves of Europeans to our 

shores, a wave that would be repeated many times by groups from many different countries during the decades to come. The tenement dwellers of Manhattan and 

elsewhere saw the promise of the Bronx, and the suburban dream it represented, and rushed to it. 

For too many, however, the history of the Bronx is that of the 1970's. Those years saw a great slide in our borough. Arson was the norm, and the crime rate here 

was astronomical compared to the rest of the city, if not the nation. During the next two decades, the Bronx saw millions of dollars in new investment, through 

direct government intervention and private partnerships, transforming once vacant lots into new opportunities. The last decade saw major corporate development 

in the Bronx, proving to all that the Bronx is a place where people want to do business, consumers want to spend money, and folks w ant to raise a family. 

Our borough has come a long way. But we still have further to go. We know that the Bronx has seen tremendous improvement over the past three decades. But 

there is always room for more. 

Statistics compiled by the United States Census Bureau show us that the poverty rate here is 28.3 percent, more than double the state and federal average. And 

our current unemployment rate is 13.9 percent, well above the national average and by far the highest in New Yori< State. Only 21.6 percent of Bronxites own their 

own homes, compared to more than 55 percent of State residents and two-thirds of all Americans. 

During my inauguration in May, I spoke of the concept of One Bronx-Un Solo Bronx-where we would all come together regardless of our differences to wor1< for 

the greater good of the entire borough. One Bronx-Un Solo Bronx-where the good things in one community are good for us all , and the bad things in another 

community are equally bad for everyone. One Bronx is about standing side by side as one borough, to solve our problems and celebrate our successes together. 

The spirit of "One Bronx" was on display a few weeks ago, following the devastating earthquake in Haiti. People from every comer of our borough, regardless of 

their race, age or ethnicity; came together to donate what they could--food, money, clothing-to help those in need, despite their own hardships. The outpouring 

of generosity from Bronxites in response to the crisis in Haiti made me proud to be your borough president. 

"One Bronx· means we will take the lead on "LEED"-Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design-and wor1< as a whole to build and grow the green 

economy, while making sure Bronxites are prepared to take these jobs. 

"One Bronx" means that, when one of our mothers, our daughters, or our sisters is taken from us through an act of senseless violence, we all feel it together. And 

"One Bronx· means that when developers want to do business in our borough, they must do what is right for the entire Bronx, and not just themselves. 

Our poverty rates, combined with our unemployment rates and these other statistics, show us just how far we have to go. My administration will bring the Bronx 

to the forefront of environmentally-friendly development, and we will take advantage of the benefits these jobs will create. 

My push to build a greener economy is about more than just words. In the New Yori< State Assembly I authored a law that gives developers tax breaks when they 

construct a green roof as part of their project. 

My office has a sustainable development policy, and we will not provide any funds unless a project meets the highest possible level of environmental certification. 

In the last year my office funded a number of projects with major "green" components, such as the new library in Woodlawn, the award w inning Via Verde mixed­

use housing development in Oak Point, and Common Ground's Brook Avenue Residence, which creates permanent housing for chronically homeless individuals. 

We are putting our money where our mouth is, quite literally , at Borough Hall. 

Just a few weeks ago, we celebrated the announcement of a federal grant for the Consortium for Wor1<ers Education that will be used to train more than 400 

Bronx residents for wor1< in the growing field of energy efficiency. We are also wor1<ing in conjunction with Senator Kirsten Gillibrand and Fordham University to 

bring a co-generation plant to the college's Rose Hill campus. This project will lessen the burden on our electric grid, reduce pollution, and create dozens of new 

jobs. And, along with the promotion of other clean energy technologies, this project will be a significant step towards the development of an alternative power grid, 

leading to lower energy costs, right here in the Bronx. 



I , along with Congressman Steve Israel, have co-founded the New Yori< State Intergovernmental Energy Partnership, which is working to identify stimulus funding 

for green initiatives. And, through the Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation, this year my office placed in each of our borough's business 

improvement districts two "Big Bellys." 

Have you seen the Big Belly yet? It's really amazing. When this garbage receptacle gets too full , a solar power press will activate and compact the trash inside. 

Because of this, the Big Belly is able to hold ten times the amount of garbage of a normal trash can. This means fewer pickups, which also means fewer trucks 

on the street. And these trash bins, which could represent the future of waste management in the United States, are manufactured right here on Tiffany Street, by 

my friend Franklin Cruz and his company, Direct Environmental. 

You should know by now that I am serious about building the "green" economy, and these are just a few of the steps that we have already taken. My office will 

continue to work to expand green manufacturing opportunities in our industrial zones. We will encourage existing businesses to retrofit, and work to find incentives 

for them to do so. We can, and we will, create the blueprint-<>r should I say "greenprint"-to expand this emerging industry and lead the nation. 

There are many great opportunities for development in the Bronx, and we will take advantage of them in the years to come. Our waterfront is virtually untouched, 

and with smart planning we can create new opportunities for housing, for economic development, and for recreation along our shores. I will push to expand the 

Empowerment Zone in our borough, so that more small businesses can benefit from the loans and other opportunities available through this program. 

We need to make sure that more homeownership opportunities are afforded to Bronxites, in all neighborhoods. I am always happy when affordable housing is 

developed in the Bronx, but we must do more to ensure that new developments are built that offer Bronxites a chance to buy their homes. Homeownership leads 

to community stability, and my office will do all that it can to persuade developers to create more of those opportunities. A stable neighborhood is a better 

neighborhood, and more stability means a better Bronx. 

Developers, however, do not bear the entire burden on this issue. I have been personally reaching out to our banking community to urge them to free up capital so 

that developers can make these projects a reality. We cannot make the dream of owning your own home come true without the proper funding, and I will continue 

to push banks to make money available to develop home ownership opportunities in our borough. 

Last year my office's economic development arm, the Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation, hosted the borough's first ever economic summit. At 

that event, business, community and not-for-profit leaders from every comer of the borough came together, as "One Bronx," to discuss the problems that face our 

borough. Together, we discussed the different ways we can tackle our issues, create new jobs and develop plans that will grow our economy. In the coming 

weeks, my office will begin to put forward a comprehensive economic plan, largely based on the ideas that were developed during this summit. Our plan will call 

for the expansion of the film industry, the creation of retail retention zones, and the development of a real hotel. 

Think about it - we have the Bronx Zoo, great restaurants and the Yankees all In the Bronx. And yet, for too long a real hotel has been absent in our borough. Our 

business community and not-for-profit groups, which are in dire need of first-class conference space, could see this hotel become the centerpiece of a new 

revival. A new hotel would create hundreds of good-paying jobs offering health benefits, pension plans, and a chance for its workers to have a better life. 

That is the kind of development we want to see in the Bronx ... an opportunity that not only offers a much needed community benefit, but also creates meaningful 

jobs that offer Bronxites a career path out of poverty and into the middle class. We are all t ired of visitors coming to the Bronx but spending their evenings in 

Westchester or New Jersey, taking with them the money that could have been spent in our restaurants and shops. Peter Ward, president of the New Yori< Hotel 

Trades Council, and our administration will work together to seek developers who will make this concept a reality. Together, we will bring this much needed, and 

long overdue, project to our borough. We have a great deal to offer here in the Bronx, and hotel operators would be crazy to ignore us. 

None of this will come easy, and I cannot do it alone. With that in mind, I would like to introduce everyone to Marlene Cintron, the new president of the BOEDC. 

Marlene will be my point person in our efforts to build and grow the Bronx economy. Marlene is an attorney whose years of service at companies like Merrill Lynch 

and Citibank, In state and federal government, and in the not-for-profit sector make her the perfect individual to lead the BOEDC into the new decade. Those of 

you who know Marlene know just how great she is, and if you don't know her you'll find out for yourself soon enough. I urge everyone to reach out to Marlene in 

the coming weeks and months to discuss your ideas with her and her staff, so that we can begin the hard work ahead of us. Marlene, good luck! 

Though it is important, economic development will not be our only focus at Borough Hall. Last year my office was able to identify dozens of worthy organizations, 

and allocate more than $21 million in funding to them. These funds will help to ensure that our schools stay strong, our parks remain beautiful, our senior citizen 

centers remain vital and our cultural organizations continue to provide the amazing programs they are known for. 

Things are tough right now. The hit our economy has taken during the past two years has caused numerous budget cutbacks and job losses not only here, but 

across the entire nation. In times like these, our struggling not-for-profit organizations feel the budget pinch more than ever. I will fight, along with our borough's 

Council delegation, to make sure the Bronx gets its fair share of City dollars, regardless of the enormous budget cuts-to our senior services, to our schools, to 

our parks-that have been proposed by Mayor Bloomberg. 

Additionally, we must make sure that all Bronxites, especially those that are new to this country, do not feel left out of the great conversation on the future of our 

borough. Look around this room .. . we know just how diverse our borough is, and we must continue to embrace that diversity. Statistics indicate that 31 percent of 

the 1.4 million people who call the Bronx home are foreign-born. Last month, I announced the formation of a new African Advisory Council. This council will serve 

a dual purpose. It will inform my office on the unique issues of this growing population while also directing them to services and available benefits. Our nation is a 

nation of immigrants, and they only want what our own forbearers wanted for themselves: a chance for a better life. My hope is that this council will serve as a 

model for other growing populations, and will help to weave our growing immigrant communities into the tapestry of our city. 

To do that, we must make sure we are counted. My office will push to ensure that all Bronxites, particularly our immigrants, are counted in the upcoming United 



States Census. The census results play a major role in deciding how much funding is made available to programs in our borough. 

I cannot stress this enough ... if we do not count, we will miss out. It's ten questions, and ii takes ten minutes. We will protect our senior centers from budget cuts, 

and foster new initiatives to help them grow. This year, my office provided funding to 114 senior centers and programs in every comer of our borough. And we are 

doing even more for our elderly population. Just a few weeks ago I, along with the commissioner of the Department for the Aging, met with dozens of directors of 

Bronx senior citizen centers to discuss new programs, new funding opportunities, and to shape a vision for their collective future. My office is also preparing our 

first ever Senior Resource Guide, a great tool that will offer information about senior citizens centers, Social Security, veterans benefits, home care and many 

other topics that are important to our aging neighbors. 

On housing, my office has been working with my colleague from Manhattan, Borough President Scott Stringer, to let tenants know their rights and protect them 

from scam artists that would seek to exploit the housing crisis for their own gain. We have created the first ever Public Housing Advisory Council, which meets 

once a month to work on solutions to a number of different issues facing our public housing developments. And my constituent services office helps dozens of 

Bronxites with their housing issues every day, making sure that Bronx families have a warm, safe place to sleep every night. 

Just as our children cannot live in an unsafe environment, they cannot learn in an unsafe environment. My office has been leading the charge to make sure that 

our older school buildings are free of toxic chemicals, and has demanded that the Department of Education enact proper testing for PC B's in our classrooms. We 

have pumped millions of dollars into our Bronx schools to ensure that our children have the best learning experience possible-be it new computer equipment at 

P .S. 11 in Highbridge, the renovation of the library at the Grace Dodge Memorial High School, or the new planetarium at P.S. 24 in Riverdale. 

And we are fighting to guarantee that when schools are closed in the Bronx, parents are given adequate notice and a real explanation as to why. The Department 

of Education, and Chancellor Klein, must know that we will not be ignored. When ii comes to the success of our schools, we will be heard. 

While the City will point to ever rising test scores on our State tests as evidence that the system is working, the results of the National Assessment of Education 

Progress indicate that achievement in our schools is stagnant at best. The SAT scores in many of our high schools are far too low. When the day ends, students 

do not have quality after school programs to attend. Art and music classes are no longer a mainstay of their daily curriculum. 

Every month, I meet with a group of principals from our borough's public schools, and they have told me just how tough their jobs are, and how much more they 

need to make their schools a success. A majority of the students at our borough's two premiere public high schools, the Bronx High School of Science and the 

High School of American Studies at Lehman College, do not come from the Bronx. In fact, of the more than 13,500 eighth graders in Bronx public schools, only 

334 were accepted into our City's specialized high schools. This number is far too low. We must work to change that.. .to ensure that our own students are 

prepared to take advantage of the wonderful opportunities available to them. 

I am a strong supporter of charter schools, and I will push to raise the cap on the number of charter schools allowed in this state, so that more children can take 

advantage of these innovative education opportunities. However, the criticism has been that when a charter school takes up residence in a public school building, 

it does not participate in the life of that building, nor does it become a part of the community-at-large. The equipment is newer, the walls are freshly painted ... the 

charter school becomes an oasis within the school building, and the parents, students and administrators at that public school feel left out. We need to bridge this 

divide. That is why I am challenging charter schools to use some of the funding they receive through philanthropy to make everyone's world a better place. 

When a charter school comes to a public school building, it should use its funding to upgrade the physical plant of the entire building, not just its own section. 

Charter schools are an important resource, but they must do more to be vital to the entire community. 

Our "One Bronx" will be a healthy Bronx. To impact the health of our borough, Bronxites must be healthy themselves. A recent study ranked the Bronx as the 

least healthy county in the entire state. This is unacceptable, and my office will change this dubious distinct ion. To that end we will host a Food Summit in May. 

We will work to bring healthier food options into our neighborhoods, through the expansion of supermarkets and farmers' markets in underserved communities and 

the addition of healthy food choices in our public schools. We recently saw the passage of legislation allowing individuals to use their EBT cards to purchase 

fresh fruits and vegetables at city farmers' markets. If we can accomplish this , surely we can do even more. 

My office has partnered with the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, through a $1 million grant, to launch "Start Strong Bronx," an effort that will rally teens, 

parents , caregivers, educators, and community leaders to build an environment that supports healthy relationships among teens and ensures that violence and 

abuse are never tolerated. 

And I recorded a public service announcement, as part of the "Bronx Knows" campaign, urging individuals to make sure they know their status and get tested for 

HIV. The Bronx makes up 16 percent of the city's population, yet 21 percent of all city residents living with HIV make their homes here. We also know that new 

diagnoses of HIV and AIDS are extremely high in the Latino and African-American communities, making it all the more urgent that Bronxites know their status. 

During the two years this campaign has been active, more than 160,000 Bronxites have been tested for HIV and now know their status. My PSA, which is being 

broadcast in both English and Spanish in all city hospitals, is part of a greater effort to get all Bronxites tested, regardless of their age, gender or sexual 

orientation. For our own good, and the good of our families, we must know our status. 

In the last year, we have seen a great deal of heartache in the Bronx at the hands of illegal guns. In September Aisha Santiago, from Mott Haven, was killed by a 

stray bullet right in front of her child. In October, Sadie Mitchell, a 92 year old grandmother and pillar of her community, was hit by a stray bullet that went through 

the window of her own home. She was killed while walking to her kitchen. And in November, 16-year-old Vada Vazquez was hit with a stray bullet when she got 

caught in the crossfire of a shootout. Vada survived, and for that we are grateful. 

These examples do not include the dozens of victims that have lost their lives to random gun violence over the years, victims who Bronxites cannot and will not 

forget. We can no longer tolerate the terrible wave of gun violence that has descended on our borough. I have been to too many funerals. I have seen too many 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































